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With the return of the Liberals to power Sir isso.
Henry Layard's Eastern career reached its close.
Like Lord Lytton, he had represented rather a
party than the nation, and he could not be expected
to impress upon the Sultan a policy which he had
opposed himself. He was recalled from Constant!- Layar<re
nople, and Mr. Goschen was sent on a special mission recalL
to the Porte. Mr. Goschen's object was to obtain
the fulfilment of those clauses in the Treaty of
Berlin which provided for the total or partial
emancipation of Christian races. Montenegro, for
instance, had not obtained the rectification of her
frontier which had been promised her. Greece was
still without Thessaly and Epiras. "No reform of
Armenia had been even attempted. For the attain-
ment of these purposes Mr. Gladstone relied upon
the Concert of Europe, which Lord Granville aimed
at securing by a Circular Note. Mr. Goschen left Goschen'
London on the 17th of May? and, after an audienceImssion*
of the Emperor at Vienna, was received by the
Sultan on the 3rd of June. Before his departure
the way was smoothed for him by an apologetic
letter from the Prime Minister to the Austrian
Ambassador, Count Karolyi The Ambassador
had complained to Mr. Gladstone of the language May 4. -
used about Austria in Midlothian, at the same time
assuring him that the Emperor had never expressed
a wish for the success of the Conservatives at the
Elections, and that his Imperial Majesty would
faithfully observe the Treaty of Berlin. Mr. Glad-
stone must have been to some extent prepared for
this communication by the language of the Queen
at Windsor.1 At all events he replied in terms of Gladston
almost exaggerated humility, and concluded with
language severely criticised by the rigid moralists
who had formed the Government of Lord Beacons-
field. "From the moment," he wrote, "when I

1 Morle/s Life of Gladstone, vol. ii. p. 628,
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